KINGSTON SEYMOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Kingston Seymour Parish Council on Wednesday 13th July 2016 at 7.45pm in the meeting room, Village Hall


Present: 

Councillors Mike Sewell (chairman) (MS), Paul Cox (PC), Caroline Harris (CH), Pete Harris (PH), Fred Malton, Mike Wallis (MW), Ian Wariner (IW).   Leonie Allday, Clerk (outgoing).

In attendance: 

District Councillor Judith Hadley (JH), for items 1-4 (part);  Rob Thomson, Engineering & Design Manager, Highways & Transport Dept., North Somerset Council (RT), for items 1-4(a);  Sylvia Stokes (SS), for item 6.   

Declarations of Interest: None 

Public Participation Time

JH reported that the new chief constable had visited NSC and updated councillors on recent development. Police officers were being equipped with head cameras.  As elsewhere in the country, there had been an increase in hate crime.  Councillors had voted against having a formally devolved West of England authority with mayor but the other three unitary authorities had voted in favour and proposed to go ahead.  This would not affect day to day joint working arrangements.  

1. Chairman’s welcome 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting; he reported that unfortunately Steve Dixon, whose appointment had taken effect that day, was not able to attend the meeting after all as his mother had become very unwell and he did not feel able to leave her (in Darlington) ahead of the return from holiday of his brother.   
  
2. Apologies for absence

Carolyn Hills, Parish Council Liaison Officer; PC Adam Clarke (AC); PCSO Kate Turner; Steve Dixon, Clerk (incoming).

3. Police Report

The Clerk read from a written report submitted by AC; only one reported crime had taken place in the previous 2 months.  It was noted that someone in a white van had been observed acting suspiciously; an alert had been posted on Facebook by a parishioner.  The Clerk was asked whether alerts were still being circulated by Neighbourhood Watch; she would find out. 

Action: Clerk

· Consultation on policing priorities, closing date 30 August 2016

The Clerk said that she would respond as best she could on behalf of the Council.  Councillors were free to make their own responses as individuals if they wished.  

Action: Clerk

4. Infrastructure 

(i) Roads & Footpaths 

(a) Traffic management

(i) Agreement to revised Annual Parish Meeting presentation

The Chairman had circulated revised slides;  it was proposed (IW, seconded PC) and unanimously agreed that the revised presentation be approved and posted on the village website.  

Action: Clerk

JH left the meeting 

For the benefit of RT, the Chairman then summarized the situation with regards to discussions as to how best to manage traffic in the village.  Although a clear majority of the parishioners who attended the Annual Parish Meeting had indicated their support for the introduction of a 30mph speed limit, it was clear that there were other, “softer” options which should be considered.

(ii) The installation of white safety gates at the entrance to the village 

The decision to install these having already been made, Councillors needed to know how this should be implemented, by whom and at what cost.  RT confirmed that it was the responsibility of the Highways authority to ensure that they were located appropriately and safely, at least 18 inches (450mm) from the edge of the highway.  As there was no footway, they would also need to be installed having regard to the safety of pedestrians, using white lines on the road.  It was agreed that RT would get a price for the gates plus installation from his contractors but that if this was too expensive it might be possible for the Council to source the gates locally, although the installation would have to be done by an approved contractor.   It was further agreed that RT would meet with PC on site to finalise the location of the gates and white-lining.     

Action: PC, RT

(iii) Middle lane junction signage options

RT explained that it would not be possible to have a “Stop” sign as this would need approval from the Secretary of State; Stop signs were only put in place as a last resort, after all other measures had proved inadequate.  He accepted that the junction in question was dangerous but suggested that a” Give Way” triangle should be painted on the road, the white lines repainted and a vertical sign erected. A further sign could be placed further back along Middle Lane if necessary.   This met with general agreement and RT indicated that he would put it in hand. 

Action: RT 




(iv) The most appropriate next steps for improving traffic management in the village 

The Chairman commented that it was clear from the very helpful presentation given to a recent Town and Parish Forum that a wide range of traffic management tools was available; this suggested that a progressive approach 
could be taken.  RT indicated that whilst the authority’s position was often to implement a speed limit, as it was frequently the most cost-effective solution, a more progressive approach, using more elements of traffic management could often be equally effective.  He felt that it would be appropriate to apply these principles in Kingston Seymour, using short stretches of white lines and other visual restrictions at strategic locations. He agreed to look at this in detail with PC and report back to the next meeting with a proposal for the Council to review.  RT commented that he was pleased to work with Kingston Seymour Parish Council which in his view was taking an enlightened approach to traffic management.   

There was a brief discussion concerning the implications for the portion of Lampley Road outside the parish boundary of taking these measures, but it was agreed that such discussion should be deferred until the effectiveness of any measures taken within the parish could be assessed.  Ultimately any decisions regarding this stretch of road would in any case have to be made by Yatton PC. 

Action: RT, PC

RT left the meeting

(b) Other roads and footpaths matters 

PC reported that two footbridges on the path between Middle Lane and Ham Lane had been repaired.  A number of potholes had also been repaired and £195,000-worth of work was scheduled for the whole length of Back Lane from Bullock Farm to Channel View.  The subsided sections would be repaired and the whole extent surface-dressed. 

The Clerk said that she had recently reminded Norman Harris about the bollard at the Triangle. 

The Chairman asked whether there would be an opportunity for input by the Parish Council on the proposals for the coastal path.  The Clerk said she understood that discussions with landowners were almost complete.  The Local Access Forum had been briefed and John Harris (chairman) had provided a written update, which was tabled.  The Clerk indicated that there would be at least one, possibly two, opportunities for the Council to make comments before the scheme was finalized, including an 8 week statutory consultation which would take place later in the year.  She had asked the Coastal Access Team for the Somerset / Devon / Dorset area to ensure that the Council was kept fully informed of progress. 
      
5. Minutes of meetings:

(i) Annual Meeting, 10 May 2016
(ii) Bi-monthly meeting, 10 May 2016
(iii) Planning & Special Meeting, 18 May 2016

The minutes were agreed to be true records of the meetings.  It was proposed (PH seconded PC) and unanimously agreed that the minutes at (i) be approved; by FM, seconded PC, that the minutes at (ii) be approved and by IW, seconded CH, that the minutes at (iii) be approved. The approved versions would be posted on the website. 
Action: Clerk  

SS joined the meeting

6. Services

(i) Website - Report and feedback re business opinions of website 

SS had circulated a report,  and a spreadsheet drawn up by PC and MS showing those businesses who had been approached about advertising was tabled.  Alice Cox had persuaded a number of businesses to sign up but it was noted that they had identified a few glitches and anomalies – SS said that she was aware of most of these and they either had been or were being addressed.  As to the comment that, five years on from its creation, the website looked a little “tired”, SS agreed and outlined the possibilities for a refresh.  These ranged from a complete overhaul (expensive) to a more limited streamlining and brightening. This would be her preferred route and she was in discussion with the hosting company.  Amongst other possible changes, the business advertising could be made more prominent.  Councillors agree with these suggestions; they also suggested that the village should have a Facebook page to capture those (mainly younger) parishioners, by whom this medium would be preferred.  The two could easily be linked.  It was suggested that SS should discuss this with Kate Gillam, who had already set up a village events page on Facebook.  

SS was thanked for attending and for all her work in managing the website.    

Action: SS regarding Facebook

(ii) Community Resilience – Community Emergency Plan 

The Clerk informed councillors that the information leaflet for parishioners would be circulated with the next village magazine. 

Action: Clerk

SS left the meeting

7. Finance & Administration 

(i) Financial report and payments for approval 

The Clerk reported that the balance on the current account and per cash book stood at £10,115.08.  The Council had been awarded a Transparency Grant of £925, which had now been received.  A spreadsheet (to be filed with these minutes) had been circulated, advising councillors of cheques issued since the last meeting and payments now due.  It was proposed (PH, seconded FM) and unanimously agreed that the payments due were approved and should be made.  

The Clerk further advised that the balance on the Business Reserve Account stood at £5629.07.





(ii) Transparency Grant – installation of Broadband to Village Hall

After discussion it was agreed that the portion of the grant earmarked to cover the cost of the installation of Broadband to the Village Hall should be passed on to the Kingston Seymour Association. The Clerk would liaise with Jane Briscoe (Chairman) and Helen Harris (Treasurer). The Clerk was thanked for her work in securing the grant; a Broadband facility at the Hall would be much appreciated. 

Action: Clerk 

8. Planning 

(i) Update on planning / listed building applications previously considered or advised:

· Conversion of agricultural barn to holiday lets, Ham Farm – consent with conditions
· Extensions to Old Rectory Cottage – consent with conditions 
· Livestock building Sea Wall Farm (PDA application) -  prior approval not required 
· Change of use café and function rooms to private dwelling, Middle Lane Farm – decision awaited

(ii) Update on alleged breaches of planning regulations, enforcement issues, appeals etc

· APP/D0121/W/16/3144798 – Appeal against conversion of agricultural building and land
at land opposite Helliers, New Cut Bow, to dwelling house under CUPA regs – appeal dismissed 

9. Consultations 

(i) North Somerset Local Plan 2018-2036: Pre-Commencement Document – views sought on proposed contents, scope and programme - deadline for comments 21 July 2016

The Clerk advised that no comment was necessary, beyond agreement that the proposed approach seemed sound. 

Action: Clerk 

(ii) South West Marine Plan – call for issues with supporting evidence – closing date 5 August 2016 

The Clerk advised that there was a range of issues papers to guide respondents.  She felt that the most important thing at this very early stage in the process was to put down a marker advising / reminding the Marine Management Organisation of the EA’s commitment not to promote managed realignment within the parish for at least the next twenty-five years, unless by landowner agreement.  She would draft a response and circulate it to councillors for comment. 

Action: Clerk  

10. Forthcoming Meetings:

· None advised


11. Reports of meetings attended

· Planning Workshop 25th May - FM did not attend. The Clerk would obtain details of the presentations and circulate them. 

Action: Clerk
 
12. Correspondence & Information 

John Harris had written to councillors suggesting that the Council write to our MP asking for reassurances that the specific interests of rural and especially agricultural communities should be recognized and protected in the post-Referendum discussions.  It was proposed (PH, seconded MW) and unanimously agreed that the Clerk should write to Dr Liam Fox, with copies to other individuals and organisations as appropriate.    

Action: Clerk 

13. Members’ Concerns

MW reported that he had once again been approached by a parishioner suggesting that the sewage tankers take a circular route through the village, using Middle Lane as well as Back Lane.  However, he recognized that there would be no support for this and had advised the person accordingly.  

The Chairman commented that this was the Clerk’s last meeting before her retirement; on behalf of the whole Council he thanked her for her years of service and presented her with flowers.  

The meeting closed at 9.42pm

Date of next meeting: Monday 12th September 2016


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Minutes For Signature Meeting 13.07.16 20160912	1	Signed:	
2


Minutes For Signature Meeting 13.07.16 20160912	6	Signed:	

