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Minutes of a Meeting of the Kingston Seymour Parish Council held on
Monday 9th January 2017 at 19.45
In the Foyer of Kingston Seymour Village Hall

	Councillors Present:
	
	

	Mike Sewell (MS) Chairman
	Paul Cox (PC)
	Caroline Harris (CH)

	Peter Harris (PH)
	Fred Malton (FM)
	Mike Wallis (MW)

	Ian Wariner (IW)
	
	

	
	
	

	In attendance:
	
	

	Steve Dixon (SD) Clerk & RFO
	John Allday (JA) For Item 4
	

	
	
	


Councillor Mike Sewell was unavoidably delayed and the Meeting was chaired by Councillor Peter Harris.

1. Apologies for absence
District Councillors Judith Hadley & Jill Iles:  PC Adam Clarke, Avon & Somerset Police: Carolyn Hills, Parish Liaison, NSC

2. Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda
None declared.
3. Public Participation
None requested.
4. Village Hall Constitution

JA attended to brief the Parish Council on the proposed changes to the organisation structure and management of the Village Hall.  He explained how this had been a long process but that a way forward was now prepared and published and is subject to a very important – village wide – meeting on January 26th.

The Council understood and supported the proposed structure and Councillors will encourage their parishioners to attend the meeting and to get involved with the running of this – vital – village asset.  Notice of the meeting is already on the front page of the KS website and JA is to contact Sylvia Stokes to ensure that notice of the meeting is also posted on the village Facebook feed.  PH will attend the meeting as the Council’s formal representative and other Councillors will attend wherever possible.

5. Minutes of Meetings 

a) Parish Council Meeting, 15th November 2016
b) Planning Meeting, 3rd December 2016

The minutes were agreed to be true records of the meetings.  For item (a) it was proposed by FM and seconded by MW and for item (b) it was proposed by IW and seconded by FM that the respective minutes be approved.
The approved versions will be posted on the website.  
(NB: The planning application discussed on the 3rd December has now been granted planning permission)

Action: Clerk


6. Police Report & Neighbourhood Watch

Unfortunately, a written report had not been received in time for the meeting.  Relevant information that does become available will be posted on the website.  It was noted that a log splitting machine had been stolen from a yard in Yatton recently so owners of plant and machinery should be particularly wary.

The Clerk reported that he was facilitating introductions between Adam Clarke and Kate Gillam – our new Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator – to ensure that there was a free flow of information from the Police into our village NW coordinator.  The details of these information flows will be shared at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk to continue to liaise with Kate Gillam and Adam Clarke

7. Infrastructure Update
7.1 Traffic Calming
North Somerset Council has now confirmed that they will schedule the installation of the gates and the painting of the hashings before the end of the financial year – i.e. by 31st March 2017.  The gates are now ready for painting and this task will be led by PH.

7.2 Ham Lane
The Clerk had thanked NS for the patching work they had done in 2016 at the far end of Ham Lane but expressed concern that the surface was still not acceptable.  It was agreed that Councillors would continue to monitor the condition of the road over the course of the winter and approach NS again in the Spring as may be necessary.

7.3 Grit Bins
Councillors Cox and Wariner had checked the two bins within the Parish Boundary and these were both full and the contents “ready”.  The one at Kingston Bridge was also full but was slightly damaged.  This particular bin lies outside our parish.

7.3 Energy Initiatives
PH reported that there had not been any progress in specifying the dates for the pylon work associated with Hinkley Point.
  
Councillors had listened to the Fracking interview (2nd December 2016) on BBC Somerset with Gerwyn Williams, MD of South Western Energy Limited.  It was agreed that although it was stated in that interview that the geophysical survey – desktop - analysis may take up to another year, that the Council will closely monitor and report any new developments.

8. Services & Resilience

8.1 Website
A small working group led by IW had been researching what opportunities there were for bringing the website up to date to provide additional opportunities for promoting the village and its businesses and to make it “mobile friendly” to reflect the increasing use of smart phones to access information.  In addition, the current web manager, Sylvia Stokes, has indicated that she would like to step down from the role.  With these factors in mind, a number of proposals had been worked up and were discussed.  

MS joined the meeting

The chosen way forward is to ask our current supplier – Somerset Web Services – to convert the site to the newest technology (at a cost of up to £600 + VAT) and to remain with them on a support agreement (up to £22 + VAT pm) that will ensure the software remains up to date, the site is backed up and that there is telephone support and a monthly upload capability to provide contingency.  It was also agreed that a new web site manager would not be sought and that the Clerk would be paid to undertake up to ten additional hours of work to support the conversion and then to be paid for three additional hours per month to deal with website updates.   

The overall additional cost to the Council of all of these changes will be £62 per annum.  Support for this direction was proposed by IW, seconded by FM and agreed unanimously.

Action: Clerk to progress the changes through to implementation and within the approved budget figures, providing monthly updates to Councillors.

8.2 Broadband in the Village Hall
Discussions had taken place with the Treasurer of the Village Hall about the provision of a Wi Fi capability in the building, partially funded by part of the Grant which had been secured by the Parish Council.

In view of the potential changes to the management structure of the Village Hall as discussed at Item 4, it was proposed by MS and seconded by PC that we should postpone further discussion on this until the new management team for the Village Hall is in place.  Agreed unanimously.

Action: Clerk to place the item on the next meeting Agenda (14th March).

9. Administration

9.1 Clerk Education
Since his arrival, the Clerk had made good progress with his training and the next step may have been to undertake the CILCA accreditation.  However, the work to undertake this would incur the Council in significant cost (Council responsibility for such costs is assured in the Clerk’s contract), likely to be well in excess of £1,500 – not only to support the Clerk in undertaking 100s of additional hours – but also in paying registration, course and other fees.  The Clerk was personally a little reluctant to commit to the additional hours of study that would be required.

The overall benefits to the Council – of having a “Qualified” Clerk were limited to being able to use the “General Power of Competence” and the ability to enter for a Quality award in the Local Council Award Scheme.  It was acknowledged that the previous Clerk did not have this qualification.

In view of all of these factors it was proposed by PH and seconded by MS that the Clerk would not be expected to undertake this qualification but that he should acquire the “Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration” specialist publication for use by himself and the Council at a cost of £80.  Agreed unanimously.

9.2 Clerk Probationary Period
Upon his appointment, the Clerk was appointed “…subject to satisfactory completion of a probationary period of not less than 13 weeks”.  22 weeks have been completed since the departure of the previous clerk.

It was proposed by FM and seconded by PC that the Clerk had satisfactorily completed his probationary period and was confirmed in role.  Agreed unanimously.

10. Finance

10.1 Finance Report
SD reported that after all issued items are paid the Council had £6,237.88 in its current account and an additional £5,630.15 in its Reserve account.  

SD also reported that budgeted spend for the remainder of the financial year is a maximum of £5,703.05 therefore the Council should not have a need to draw from its Business Reserve account before the end of the financial year.  
There is likely to be a surplus now on Parish Plan actions and up to £600 (and relevant additional Clerk time) will be spent from this year’s budget on transforming the website.  Proposed by MS, seconded by MW and agreed unanimously.  After this item, some £2,000 will be put into reserves at the year end.

10.2 Budget and Precept for 2017/2018
SD reported that the precept figure had to be submitted before the end of January and after discussion, it was proposed by MS and seconded by MW that the precept should remain the same as this year, £10,700.  Agreed unanimously.

Action: Clerk to convey this requirement to North Somerset by 26th January.
Action: Based on this precept, Clerk to prepare a budget proposal for agreement at the next meeting.

11. Planning

The Clerk had not been notified of any current planning applications.  
CH advised that she is preparing a planning application for a change at Mendip View Farm and that this would go through the normal processes in due course.

12. Consultations

12.1 Completed Consultations
A response had been submitted on behalf of the Council on the North Somerset Site Allocations Plan.  This gave the Council’s support for the plan but requested a new junction at Kingston Bridge when all of the new properties were built at North End, Yatton.

Responses were not given to the - high level - Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Studies.

The Clerk advised that the recent consultation on an “Article 4” position on Airport Parking had – because of the wealth of comment received - caused North Somerset to postpone implementation which had been scheduled for 1st January.

12.2 Pending Consultations
A new consultation had been received about Planning Permission requirements.

Action: FM to read and provide comments to the Clerk for submission to NS by 13th February

13. Forthcoming Meetings (Non Parish Council)

PH will attend the Village Hall meeting as the Council’s formal representative.  Other Councillors will also attend.  There were no other known meetings to note.

14. Reports from Meetings Attended (Non Parish Council)

There were no attendances to note.

15. Correspondence and Information

There had been no correspondence – outside what had already been discussed.

16. Items for the Next Agenda (14th March)

Items as noted elsewhere in these minutes.  There will be an update on progress of the Coastal Path.
The theme for the Annual Parish Meeting (Thursday 4th May) is likely to be the 2011 Parish Plan – what has been achieved and what our Parishioners want to see next.  This theme will be confirmed at the next meeting

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21.45.


Steve Dixon, 
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer, 
12th January 2017
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